VICKI HINZE     Press Kit
BIOGRAPHY

Vicki’s first published novel, a romantic suspense, was a bestseller that sold in nearly a dozen foreign countries. Since then, she's shifted writing focus several times.  After co-creating the first single-title open-ended continuity series, she turned to military life and has been credited with a Career Achievement Award for being one of the first to write military romantic suspense, military romantic intrigue, and military romantic thrillers.  Recently, she has shifted focus to Christian fiction.  Her willingness to take risks and blaze trails has won her many prestigious nominations and awards, including:

RT Reviewer's Choice:

· Best Faith-Affirming Romantic Thriller of the Year (Forget Me Not)

· Best Romantic Suspense Novel of the Year (Lady Justice, 

Shades of Gray, Duplicity ) 

· Best Romantic Intrigue Novel of the Year (Lady Liberty)  

· Best Romantic Adventure Novel of the Year (Her Perfect Life) 

· Best Mainstream Suspense Novel of the Year (All Due Respect) 

· Best Time-Travel Novel of the Year (Festival) 

· Career Achievement Award for Best Series  Storyteller of the Year (Lady Liberty)
· Career Achievement Award for Best Romantic Adventure of the 

· Year  (Her Perfect Life) 

· RT Gold Medal Awards (Lady Liberty, Acts of Honor, All Due Respect, Shades of 
· Gray) 

· RT Top Pick Awards  (Shades of Gray, Duplicity, Acts of Honor, All Due Respect, 
· Lady Liberty, Lady Justice, Her Perfect Life) 

· RITA™ Award Finalist--Best Mainstream (HER PERFECT LIFE) 

· RITA™ Award Finalist--Best Romantic Suspense (BODY DOUBLE) 

· Blether Gold Awards (LADY JUSTICE) 

· Blether Silver Awards (ACTS OF HONOR) 

· The Beacon Award (LADY LIBERTY, BODY DOUBLE) 

· The Golden Quill Award,  Best Mainstream/Single Title Contemporary   Novel of the                           Year  (DUPLICITY)  

· The Maggie Award of Excellence (MIND READER, ACTS OF HONOR, BEYOND THE MISTY SHORE)  

· Holt Medallion Award (BODY DOUBLE, (HER PERFECT LIFE) 

· Daphne du Maurier Best Contemporary Novel of the Year (DUPLICITY, ACTS OF HONOR, ALL DUE RESPECT)  

· Daphne du Maurier Best Suspense/Mystery Novel of the Year (ACTS OF HONOR, LADY LIBERTY, ALL DUE RESPECT, DUPLICITY) 

· Outstanding Achievement Award, Affaire de Coeur 

· Best Science Fiction Novel of the Year, Affaire de Coeur  (UPON A MYSTIC TIDE) 

· Laurel Leaf Award, (MAYBE THIS TIME)) 

A complete listing of awards is listed on each book's individual page.  See Books at vickihinze.com.
Vicki holds a Master of Arts in Creative Writing and a Doctorate in Philosophy, Theocentric Business & Ethics. She actively lectures on writing craft and technique and philosophy. Her articles have appeared many respected publications and e-zines (Novelists, Inc., Romantic Times, Romance Writers' Report, The Outreacher, The Rock and others) and have been extensively reprinted in as many as sixty-three foreign markets. She has coordinated and/or judged national and international writing competitions, served on various writers' association committees, has been honored by Romance Writers of America with their National Service Award and in 2004 was named PRO Mentor of the Year.

Vicki is a charter sponsor of International Thriller Writers (ITW) and served as Vice President on its Board of Directors.  She’s a member of The Authors Guild, American Christian Fiction Writers, Novelists Inc., Romance Writers of America, Mystery Writers of America, Published Authors Network, Emerald Coast Writers, ACRA, and other writing organizations.  For detailed information on her writing or Outreach Programs, please visit the Special Projects section of her website. For scheduled lectures/signings, visit Events at www.vickihinze.com.
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Publishers of Vicki’s novels and non-fiction books are:  Waterbrook-Multnomah (Random House), Bell Bridge Books, Bantam (Random House), Harlequin, Silhouette, Medallion Press, St. Martin’s Press, Spilled Candy Traditional, Pinnacle (Kensington).

 Vicki also hosted an Internet Radio Talk Show for the iWRN radio network, Everyday Woman and frequently guest hosted their acclaimed Write Right! Program
For audio and TV interviews, please visit Media Interviews.
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	Mind Reader
	0-373-07510-3
	7/93
	Silhouette
	Rom Suspense

	Beyond the Misty Shore

Seascape series #1
	0-312-95761-0
	3/96
	St. Martin’s Press
	Paranormal Rom Suspense

	Upon a Mystic Tide
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	12/96
	St. Martin’s Press
	Paranormal Rom Suspense

	Maybe This Time
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	8/96
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	8/97
	Pinnacle
	paranormal Rom Suspense

	Beside a Dreamswept Sea

Seascape series #3
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	7/97
	St. Martin’s Press
	Paranormal Rom Suspense

	Seeing Fireworks Anthology
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	7/97
	St. Martin’s Press
	Romance

	A Message from Cupid
	0-312-96483-8
	2/98
	St. Martin’s Press
	Romance

	Shades of Gray
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	7/98
	St. Martin’s Press
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	0-312-95894-9
	4/99
	St. Martin’s Press
	Military Rom Suspense/Intrigue

	Acts of Honor
	0-312-97573-9
	12/99
	St. Martin’s Press
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	All About Writing to Sell
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	7/2000
	Spilled Candy Traditional
	nonfiction

	All Due Respect
	0-312-77513-9
	10/2000
	St. Martin’s Press
	Military Rom Suspense/Intrigue

	Lady Liberty
	05-535-83-522
	11/02
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	Lady Justice
	05-553-83-530
	8/04
	Bantam Dell
	Political/Military Suspense



	Body Double

War Games series #1
	0-373-51326-7
	9/04
	Silhouette
	Women’s Action/Adventure

	Double Vision

War Games series #2
	0-373-51359-3
	6/05
	Silhouette
	Women’s Action/Adventure

	Smokescreen:  Total Recall

Anthology

War Games #3
	0-373-28522-1
	6/05
	Silhouette
	Women’s Action/Adventure

	Invitation to a Murder

IT Girls series Prequel
	online read
	9/05
	eHarlequin
	women’s Action/Adventure

	Double Dare

War Games series #4
	0-373-51383-6
	12/05
	Silhouette
	Women’s Action/Adventure

	Bulletproof Princess

IT Girls series #6
	0-373-51392-5
	2/06
	Silhouette
	Women’s Action/Adventure

	Her Perfect Life
	0-373-63692-9
	4/06
	Silhouette Signature Select
	Women’s Fiction

	The Prophet’s Lady (Reissue Maybe This Time)
	1-892718-60-X
	3/06
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	One Way to Write a Novel
	1-89271-859-6
	1/06
	Spilled Candy Traditional
	nonfiction

	The Common Sense Guide for Writers
	0-373-83692-9
	6/06
	Spilled Candy Traditional
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	Kill Zone

War Games series #5
	978-193475-561-7
	7/09
	Medallion Press
	military Rom Suspense/Intrigue

	Writing in the Fast Lane
	Kindle
	11/10
	Amazon 
	nonfiction

	Mistakes We Make
	Kindle
	10/10
	Amazon 
	nonfiction

	Forget Me Not

Crossroads Crisis Center Series #1
	978-1601-4220571
	2/10
	Waterbrook-Multnomah (Random House)
	Faith-Affirming Romantic Thriller

Hardcover, Trade, Large Print, eBook

	Deadly Ties

Crossroads Crisis Center series #2
	978-1601-422064
	2/11
	Waterbrook-Multnomah (Random House)
	Faith-Affirming Romantic Thriller
Trade, audio, Large Print, ebook

	Not This Time
Crossroads Crisis Center series #3
	978-1601422071
	2/21/2012
	Waterbrook-Multnomah
(Random House)
	Faith-Affirming
Romantic Thriller

_____________Trade, audio, Large Print, ebook

	Before the White Rose (Short Story)
	AISN

B005NE53SW
	9/18/2011
	Bell Bridge Books
	Short Story

General Market



	Beyond the Misty Shore (Reissue)
	978-1-61194-054-1
	10/11/2011
	Bell Bridge Books
	Romantic Suspense
Trade, eBook, audio

	
	
	
	
	


SEASCAPE: an open-ended continuity series of single title romances co-created by Vicki Hinze writing as Victoria Barrett. Seascape is credited with being the first single title continuity series.  Reissued by Bell Bridge Books beginning in 2011 under the Vicki Hinze name.
WAR GAMES: an open-ended continuity series of women’s action/adventure novels created by Vicki Hinze.
IT GIRLS series: This is a continuity owned by Harlequin Enterprises. Hinze wrote the online prequel to launch the series, Invitation to a Murder, and the 6th and final book in the series. This series has been optioned (November 2006) to Twin Star Entertainment for television and other digital publishing ventures (i.e., book shorts on mobile phones). The TV series, Gotham Roses, is now in development.
LADY SERIES: related political romantic thrillers created by Vicki Hinze.

CROSSROADS CRISIS CENTER:  a trilogy of related faith-affirming romantic thrillers created by Vicki Hinze.
______________________________
FAQ & sample Prior Interviews

Interview with Livia Bolton

(2005)
1. You are a terrorism authority and an authority in the ways of murder. Where does this expertise come from?

I'm flattered to be thought an authority. The truth is I do an enormous amount of research on terrorism, counter-terrorism, and murder. On terrorism and counter-terrorism, I take the research, develop a plan, and then consult with experts to make sure it's feasible, logical and practical. I don't consult with murderers, but I do study their cases and often consult with medical professionals for feasibility and details. Some things can only be known with firsthand experience, or by wit- nessing the aftermath of firsthand experience.

I also read a lot of related type material. Health digests, scientific journals, and the like, and I'm a Fox News addict. These resources often provide insights and unusual things that can be combined with other tidbits and unusual things to create realism in the work.

2. Your heroines are strong take charge women with marvelous careers, yet, when the right man comes along they are perfectly capable of softening up to the extent they get their man. Is it hard developing this type of character?

I write about heroines who come naturally to me. To care enough about them to discover their stories, I must respect and admire them. I think it would be very challenging to admire or respect a hardhearted woman--unless life experiences made her that way and she fought through the novel to overcome it. To be a heroine, a woman respects all of who she is, and that includes her heart. She knows its value. So, no, it isn't hard to develop these characters. They are women I know and ad- mire and aspire to be like. What would be impossible for me would be to create a woman who lacked heart.

3. Your heroes tend to have a perfect blend of toughness and sensitivity as well. For in- stance, Special Agent Max Grayson (LADY JUSTICE, Aug 04) has a daunting task, he has to kill the woman he loves. Yet, the reader is aware of his soft side, and his willingness to do his job, while still having to deal with his emotions of love. Who do you base your male characters on? Is it your imagination or do you know men that have these great qualities?

(If you know these men personally, please provide their names and addresses for our use.<g>)

I'm chuckling here. I do know a man who is exactly like the heroes in my novels. He sleeps with me every night--and I'm not sharing!

Seriously, as well as my husband, my father was like this. He was tough as nails when he had to be, yet seemingly sixth-sense tender and loving with the same ease. His opinion on this matter, though expressed long ago, remains a measuring stick for men to me.

He said potential is within every man. The strength to be compassionate and empathetic is his true challenge, and his true measure. Brawn comes naturally. But men must work at being sensitive. Those who do the work, appreciate it and reap the rewards. Those who don't--just stay away from those who don't.

Over the years, I have met many men with these qualities. They're the keepers and, if you seek them, you'll find them. And those who aren't keepers, well, reread Dad's advice.

4. Given today's headlines and the mood of the country regarding terrorism, is it easy for you to write stories that fit right in with the war on terrorism and the military and it's role?

I'm one of those writers who must feel passionate about the stories I choose to write. If my emotions aren't engaged, I don't even try. Given today's headlines and the fact that so many lives and futures are on the line, and that some in the country seem to be forgetting the horrors of terrorism already and the war's barely begun, I'm having no challenges whatsoever in writing the books. Par- ticularly in light of authorities and scholars' recent disclosures that a nuclear attack on 8 or 9 American cities is expected before the end of the year. This year.

I have to say that three things motivate me to write these days:

1. Apathy. I'm terrified that Americans are going to be caught up in their daily lives and not bother to continue to improve our vulnerabilities, not support the troops still fighting (and some dying), and that our apathy will kill us.

2. The troops. They're on the line every day. Not just for themselves but for all of us. We're in our homes, enjoying all the normal comforts and for most, life seems normal. But our troops are enduring hardships, their families are far away and often they don't have the luxury of necessities much less luxuries. We owe it to them to give them our full support. To remember. They haven't forgotten why they're there, and we must not either.

3. Trends. I watch a lot of news, I see and hear and read about a lot of things that seem disconnected, like the contamination of our food supply, like the infection spread through mosquitoes. A decade ago, West Nile wasn't in this country. Now, it's nearly everywhere. Those type things. They worry me. Every mother and daughter should be worried. So I write about them in a controlled environment--a book--where the outcome might not be totally good, but the challenge--and the fear of it--is faced. Hopefully, my books will raise awareness and those who work in these areas, will watch for telltale signs of these events occurring.

These are the things that not only motivate me to write now, but ignite the passion to do so and fill the work with purpose. That's essential to me.

5. In keeping with the theme of the war on terrorism, your website clearly shows that you are doing your part to aid our troops. How did this come about?

In 1995, I went to the grocery store. There, a young airman and his wife were debating between buying a can of tuna and a jar of peanut butter. They couldn't afford both. I researched and dis- covered, at that time, the lower four pay grades of military members were eligible for food stamps. I consider that appalling and a national disgrace.

Since that time, I do what I can. But truthfully, regardless of how much I do, it never feels like enough. There are still men and women serving us on foreign soil who don't have family, never get mail, and are isolated. I wish I could do more.

6. Your books are labeled "fiction" and are shelved in the fiction section of most bookstores. But, there is always plenty of suspense and an exciting element of romance. Do you consider yourself a romance or suspense author, or, do you prefer the title "fiction" author?

You know, this is a tough call, and I just don't give it a lot of thought. I have one rule about writing. I will not write a book I don't love. For me to love a book, it must have elements of suspense, mystery, and romance. But from there, all bets are off. Some of my novels, I'd classify as suspense, some as romantic suspense, some as suspense with a romantic element, and some as romance with a suspense element. It just depends on the story.

I believe that everything in the novel must serve the story, and that includes the emphasis. So if heavy romance best serves the story, then that's how I'm going to write it. If suspense does, then it's going to get the lion's share of focus in the book. If I don't work this way, the story feels fake and flat. It isn't infused with the magic of storytelling.

It would be easier to write the exact same kind of story all the time so that they're easy to find in bookstores, and I wish I could do that. But I have to write them as they are, to respect the work, and so I do and then I pray hard that readers look both places for them.

7. Your books can easily appeal to men as well as women, do you find that you have many male fans?

Oh, yes. Actually, on the last book I received more letters from men than women. That was a first for me and, truthfully, it startled me a bit. Then I thought about it. The things happening in my stories are equally important to men and women, so I can see how both are connecting to them. The challenges aren't exclusive. They impact everyone. Once I thought it through, I found it gratifying for both men and women to find appeal in the books.

8. Rumor has it that you will be participating in Silhouette's new Bombshell line.

First, I'll confirm that rumor. It is true. And I'll add that I'm thrilled to be writing these books. Silhouette's Bombshell (tm) novels are action/adventure novels with a romantic element that is natural to the story. That's the type of book I've been writing for a long time and its wonderful to have a new forum in which to publish them.

9. How will the Bombshells stories differ from your single-title books?

Well, the combination of elements I love is essentially the same. Meaning, either type novel still has suspense and mystery and romance. So in that, the books are alike. It's a good fit, and I'm en- joying writing the novels immensely.

I started a new series for the Bombshell novels: WAR GAMES. The first book is BODY DOUBLE, which will be published September 12th. The second book is DOUBLE VISION, which I just finished writing.

The big difference is complexity. The Bombshell novels are about 90,000 words. My other novels are a good deal longer, which gives me more room to explore and add different components. The Bombshells still have tons of twists and turns and strong conflicts, but the scope of them has to be a bit more narrow due to the length.

Regardless of type, I work really hard to give readers a story that will linger with them. One that they finish and think, "Wow, I like that heroine so much. Or hmmm, I never thought about that before--and maybe I should." And of course, there's my favorite--the heroine as role model: "If she can do it, I can do it, too."

Most of my life, I have aspired to doing things that empower women so they no longer feel like victims. To shining light into the dark places we all must face, and maybe showing others a constructive way out of the darkness. Every day, I pray that all those who read my books finish them and feel empowered.

10. What final words of wisdom would you like to share with our readers?

I'll share one of my most favorite bits of wisdom.
"All the darkness in the world cannot dim the light of one candle." --Author Unknown
Every day, in all you do, seek to be a candle. *

Vicki Hinze Interview with: SCRIBE AND QUILL

Why did you decide to publish under pseudonyms (Victoria Cole and Victoria Barrett) as well as your own name?

Because I was writing different types of books. Victoria Cole did series suspense/drama. Victoria Barrett wrote paranormals. I didn't want my readers to get upset because the type of book they expected wasn't what they got, so I used pseudonyms to prevent it. Harder on me, trying to get the word out about my books using different names, but protecting the readers was worth it.

Aside from writing novels, you also have a Yahoo Group called “Aids4Writers.” What prompted you to assistance other writers on such an extensive level?

Simply put, not having assistance when I started. I had a million questions and didn't know another writer I could ask. I promised myself when and if I learned anything about this business, I'd share it with others, so they didn't have to go through that. I did so through articles and such for years, and then about 6 or so years ago, I got the idea for Aids4Writers near the New Year.

Every year I work on self-improvement in some way or form. That year, my goal was to do good for goodness' sake, expecting nothing in return in any way. I started Aids4Writers and posted daily. At the end of the year, the subscribers asked me to continue, so I did. I posted daily for the first few years, but then I just couldn't keep up with all of the private requests as well as the public ones. So I went to 2 or 3 times per week. Now I post when I can, but share notes from lectures and workshops and seminars, and I still respond to all the urgent or private requests as soon as I see them. It's a hefty commitment, but one I feel privileged to do.

Tell us about your workday.

I don't really have a typical workday. Often I start at 2 a.m. (I don't sleep much.) I check mail intermittently throughout the day on 6 different addresses. Depending on what's going on with my committees, I work on those (there are three main ones and a few others where I act as a consultant and the work is less frequent). I write--an average of 15-25 pages, then when I'm done, I catch up on research, promotion; write articles, craft character charts and track books. At some time during the day I break to do 20 minutes of exercise and 20 minutes of vital read- ing (my Bible). The one thing I do every day is pray--and I always ask for an assistant. (I’m chuckling as I write that.) Because of hurricanes and other glitches lately, I often go back to work after dinner for a few hours, or do chats online or things like that. I love interacting with other writers and readers.

Your husband is a retired military officer. How has that affected your writing and the topics you write about?

It's had a significant impact. I write a great deal about military matters and the people who serve. When I started doing so, there was a decided lack of interest and understanding of what our military does for us. 9/11 changed that, of course, but readers are very interested in learning more about the lifestyles and challenges our military members face. Again, I feel privileged to share.

Body Double is part of a series. What are you plans for the next books in that series?
BODY DOUBLE is the first book in the WAR GAMES series. Kate is a secondary character in that book and she just insisted she have her own novel, so I wrote DOUBLE VISION. In it, I met another character named Darcy Clark, and she really got my attention. So I wrote her story in an anthology for the Signature Collection. It's called: SMOKESCREEN, TOTAL RECALL. And from the start, there's been this character named Maggie that I liked a lot be- cause she doesn't quite fit in and knows it. But she claims her space. I'm writing her book now, 
DOUBLE DARE.

BODY DOUBLE, DOUBLE VISION, and DOUBLE DUTY are all Silhouette Bombshell novels. SMOKESCREEN: TOTAL RECALL is an anthology being released under the Signature line.

I'm not sure what will happen next, though I am considering a trilogy of related books called S.A.S.S. Confidential. In all the WAR GAMES books, the heroines are S.A.S.S. operatives. The S.A.S.S. Confidential would be related, but a different task force unit. Playing around with the idea of doing that right now. Really haven't decided just yet.

How do you develop characters in a book series to keep them and the stories fresh?

I forget that they're characters and work with them until they become people--ones I like, ad- mire, respect, and find interesting. When that happens, they are fresh because they take on their own life and you just follow along to see what it is and what it's about.

You recently partnered with Writers-in-Motion. How did that come about and what does that add to your novels?

I did, and we did a DVD that includes interviews, a Book Short--(a movie trailer for a book), a lecture I did for writers, and other material. I met the producer, William Olsen, who has made four movies for Hollywood, at a conference in St. Simon's a few years ago. We were both teaching there, and talked often. He contacted me about the DVD as a means to promote BODY DOUBLE. I thought it sounded fabulous--it was new, fresh, different, and intriguing. So we did it. And I have to say it's exceeded every expectation I set for it--and I set those expectations high.

I don't know that it adds anything to the novels, but it does add exposure through a different medium. Considering how visual most are, particularly those between 18-34 who are interested in movies like Alias, Buffy, et al (which is similar to Bombshells in that they're women's action/ adventure), the DVD is a great way to introduce those potential readers to Bombshell novels.

Having the interviews and Book Short on my website has increased traffic to it significantly, and the booksellers seem to enjoy the DVD, so I'm hopeful that those benefits will translate into in- creased book sales. It'd be wonderful to help establish Bombshell novels. They're books that empower women, and I absolutely love that about them.

According to your biography on Writerspeakers.com, you have earned both a Master of Arts in Creative Writing and a PhD in Philosophy, Theocentric Business and Ethics. How has your philosophy training aided you in developing you characters?

It helps in that characters are always 3-dimensional to me. Physical, emotional, and spiritual or mind, body and spirit. All three aspects are equally developed and interlace, just as they do in human beings. Some are spiritual cripples, some emotional cripples, but their other aspects in- crease to take up the slack so that they're still extremely strong characters capable of growth, change, and healing. That's essential—in that by book’s end, as a result of the events encountered in the book, they must become more balanced individuals.

I have to say that my studies in psychology have had an equal impact on character development. But I will also say that the philosophical studies help keep the personal human being “me” balanced in a business that has many, many ups and downs. :)

What got you started in writing?

Loving it. Just absolutely loving sitting down with a pen and pad and putting my thoughts down. Loving the rhythm of words strung together, the thinking that goes into realizing what your thoughts actually are. The magical process. And that others hear what you have to say is just the most wonderful bonus!

How many hours a day do you write?

It depends. I don't often look at clocks. It's a pet peeve kind of thing. Actually, my alarm clock had been blinking for over a year when my husband just unplugged it. It was a while before I noticed it was gone. :) I work by the heart. I don't mean that in a goofy artist kind of way, just in a bluntly honest one.

I won't write a book I don't love. Because I love it, I'm eager to do it. So it's not something that I can do for a set time or even set pages. I just write until I can't go anymore and then I stop until I can go to it again.

My challenge is in stopping. I get caught up in the words and I forget to stop, to eat--I don't hear the phone, the door. My husband is a saint in that he makes sure I get food and drink and rest. If it's too long, he'll interrupt. Otherwise, he just sets food on the edge of my desk. This is when I'm in heavy create-mode, which of course, isn't all the time. But when I write, these days, I write straight through a first draft, so all of that is in heavy create-mode and in a condensed frame of time.

Writing is a business. What advice would you give to someone starting out to let them know how to handle that side of writing life?

Study the industry so you have a firm grip on exactly how things work. You shouldn't have to ask an editor the process a book goes through when it hits her desk. She assumes you know this. You should understand the difference between distributors, wholesalers and retailers. How your books will be sold. All of the information is available to you through numerous sources, and you would serve yourself well to partake of it before you need it.

Also get smart on literary contracts, on bookkeeping for writers, on taxes for writers. All these things take a little time if you learn them first--before you need them. Aware, they'll take very little of your time. Unaware, they'll take a lot, and cost you energy, time, and money.

In your archived help for writers, you include directions on how to set up a novel notebook in a loose-leaf binder. Do you have one of these for every novel you write?

I do. I like the method of keeping everything organized and easy to find--and portable, so I can work anywhere.

Do you organize your work solely in notebooks or do you also set up computer files of information, research and novel development?

I set the work up on the computer--different folder for each book, and separate files for each segment (as I would in the notebook). Then I run copies for the notebook--a loose-leaf binder. The information stays there until the book is done, then all of the binder contents goes in a large envelope and is filed. That way, all the research and everything pertaining to that novel is in one place. No digging for things. I hate to hunt.

Many writers have cross talents in other arts. Do you? If so, in what?

I used to oil paint and dance and enjoyed both very much. But writing became my passion and I began resenting time spent on other things, so I stopped.

You had some physical challenges a few years ago. How have those events affected your writing life?

When I tore all the muscles loose from the chest wall on my right side, it did impact my ability to sit at my desk for long hours. Muscle spasms are frequent and frankly still challenging. The muscles have healed but they will never be as strong as they were before the fall. So I do weights to help, and other exercises. I stop working and stretch often. And when the knots in my shoulders and back get too painful, I leave the desk, pick up the voice recorder and record for a while. Some days are better than others. Most days I can get done what I want to accomplish, but when I exceed about ten hours, I have to alter the method of how it gets done.

How did you first get connected to the publishing houses that carry your books?

One, I met during a conference appointment. She asked to see the book, I submitted it, and she bought it and a second book. One, I did an interview for a newsletter on a different editor and this other editor liked my writing style. I submitted to her and she bought the book. Several, I just sent in a submission and the editor liked it. Some of these things happened with an agent, and some without.

What can you tell our readers about promoting their work and the need for self- promotion?

I just did an article on this that is at www.eharlequin.com in the writer's community right up top. It's a lot more in-depth than anything I could say in answering one question. I do feel it's critical at this time, in this market, particularly for single title or mainstream authors.

What connection do you see between being a good writer and being a constant reader of other people's work?

Reading deepens your creative well and adds flexibility to your writing that you just can't get any other way. It adds a richness and texture to the work that is connected to that nebulous rhythm and yet is more than that, too.

What other authors do YOU read?

I read across the board and just about everyone. I buy new authors' books to support them and see what they're doing. I buy bestsellers to see what they're doing and how they're doing it. I read those writers in-between to see what they're doing. I'm not crazy about horror, but I read some of it. And just about everything else.

Who have you learned from the most?

My children, frankly. And a woman named Nina Coombs-Pykarre, who is the author of over sixty books and was my first creative writing teacher many years ago. She was patient, she was tough but fair, and she made me stretch. An excellent teacher and a wonderful woman. Bless her, she still keeps up with me and watches over me. My own personal guardian angel--with a red pen. :) *

Vicki Hinze Interview with Roundtable Reviews

1. Biological Warfare has been in the backs of many minds since September 11th. I have to say, I was scared reading LADY JUSTICE because I can see this event happening relatively easily. Was it scary from your viewpoint as the author?

The first time I wrote about biological warfare was in 1995. Since then, yes, it has grown more and more frightening to me. I decided to write about it again because it was important to me that readers know just how serious this threat is to all of us. I believe that awareness is our best defense. We have to learn to protect ourselves and to really grasp what it is that we're protecting ourselves against. To many people, biological warfare is something that comes out of a rocket on distant soil. They don't see something as innocuous as a mosquito as a threat--but, as you read in LADY JUSTICE, it can be. So, yes, absolutely as an author and as a human being it scares me. But we can't let fear render paralysis. Knowing what can happen, what we can do about it, arms us. We need to be armed.

2. I interviewed you for another site when LADY LIBERTY was released. At the time, September 11th, was still a relatively fresh wound. For most, it still is a wound that is healing. Part of the reason that LADY JUSTICE struck me so hard is because despite all that has happened, I now see many of the week spots in our tourism industry. LADY JUSTICE could happen! When we took the train last summer from Vermont to New York City, we waited in outside with one employee to answer questions. There was no metal detector and no baggage check. From that moment, I realize just how easy it would be for someone to pull off some evil plan. How did you come up with this plot?

The same way you realized that we're vulnerable in tourism: observation, learning that so little of our food supplies is actually checked before it enters the country, knowing our borders are as leaky as sieves, and playing the "what if" game. The one thing many Americans seem reluctant to face is that a large number of non-Americans want us all dead. It's fact, and yet some just can't fathom it, or don't want to fathom it, and so they play ostrich until something horrific like 9/11 happens. Then they're stunned. I try hard in my life and in my books to not play ostrich.

9/11 didn't just happen. There were terrorist events that preceded it. The first World Trade Center bombing; the U.S.S. Cole and embassy bombings; the release of Sarin, a deadly nerve agent, in a Japanese subway that would have killed thousands if the terrorists had had an able delivery system. All those things and more were precursors to 9/11, and less the subway incident, they targeted Americans. And yet Americans didn't go on High Alert to stop them. It took 9/11 to "awaken the sleeping giant." The war on terror has hardly begun and already many who comprise the giant want to nap. They want to minimize the risks because that's more comfortable. But it's dangerous to nap or to minimize.

The people who still hate us and want us all dead aren't napping, they're planning their next at- tack, which I believe will be nuclear and on U.S. soil. So if we want to live, then we must be diligent and dedicated to stopping them. I want to live. I want my children and my grandchild and extended family and friends and others to live. That's why I research and study and stay up on the news and what's going on. And that's why I write the stories I write. So we all who want peace know the costs of not sticking with this war on terror and combating it. So we live.

3. Obviously, your books must entail a load of research. How do you typically handle research for your novels?

It's extensive, and I won't deny that. I watch a lot of news, read a lot of government reports, books by experts, articles by pundits, research papers, and I watch closely current events. For example, yesterday, 7/13/04, the Center for Disease Control issued special releases to hospitals, the medical community, and others assistance in case of nuclear attacks. That didn't come as a surprise, because the signs have been there that this was afoot for months. I first heard nearly a year ago on Bill O'Reilly's NO SPIN ZONE that terrorists were believed to have brought dirty bombs or suitcase nuclear weapons in through Mexico.

Since then, there have been several other things in different forums relating to that. Then the official Homeland Security warning about nuclear attacks, a separate review of a book by an authority who expects nuclear attacks in 8 or 9 cities before the end of the year, and then yester- day this action by the CDC. The signs are all there for anyone who chooses to put them together.

Like the story itself, the research comes in tidbits. This from here, that from there, and when you put them together you have the whole of it. Much of it never ends up in the book, but you have to know it to stay true to what does go into the book.

4.  You’ve written a number romances under a different name before switching to your military suspense. Are there other genres that appeal to you?

I wrote MIND READER as Victoria Cole. It was a romance that had a strong element of suspense and I loved it. Then my dad died and I wanted to explore what happens after you die, so I wrote what are now called paranormals. There wasn't a name for them then. These novels were a combination of romance, suspense, mystery, philosophy, and spirituality. Loved those, too. Then there were paranormal romances, which contained a light mystery element and a few romance novels that weren't paranormal. One novel was considered science fiction. Then I moved into military romance, followed by military suspense/thrillers and political suspense/thrillers. I've written a lot of different types of novels and read even more. I loved them all. I have broad interests and read almost anything. But when it comes to writing, I love suspense with mystery and romantic elements. That's my most beloved favorite kind of book.

5.  A lot of authors say their passion for writing developed in childhood. Do you find that is true for you?

My passion for reading developed in childhood. Both my parents read constantly. Sometimes the television in our house wouldn't be turned on for months--not needed, not when so many books were just waiting for us. I think their love for books passed to me through the genes, and because they read, I read, until I discovered I loved reading good books all on my own.
You know how kids play "School?" Well, I played "Library." So I guess it did start back then. And, yes, I suppose it is true. Before I'd read the funnies in the Sunday newspaper, my dad and I would discuss current events on the front page. I wrote essays on those events from about the age of 8 or maybe 9. Not because I had to, but because I wanted to. I suppose, even then I worked through things logically and emotionally by writing about them.

6.  Which authors inspired your love for writing?

This is, for me, an impossible question to answer. It's entrenched too deep, so I don't honestly know the answer. Maybe it was those Sunday morning chats with my dad, and the essays I did preparing for them. I think that inspired my love for writing most of all. Though, of course, I love the work of scores of authors. But I can't attribute my love for writing to any one of them. Maybe to the whole of all the authors I've read...

7.  When you are not writing, what do you enjoy doing?

My very most favorite thing in the whole world is playing with my granddaughter. She's one and beautiful inside and out and mischievous and fascinated by everything. I love playing with her and watching wonder light up her eyes. At different times, I've painted in oils, done different crafts, but I like power tools, so I've taken to remodeling projects in my home. I enjoy my random orbit sander like tons of women enjoy their diamonds. One of my most enjoyable projects was gutting a bathroom down to the studs on the walls and redoing it. I loved that. And I enjoy exercising, though it took a while to get into it because I had a aversion to deliberately sweating. Now, I enjoy the process and feeling energized and invigorated. I also feel better, which gives me more time to play with the baby. I'll do just about anything legal for more play-time with her.*
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